Scale Free Flight Brief No 62. February 2023

BMFA Scale Indoor Free Flight Nationals 2023 – bulletin 1
The 2023 BMFA Scale Free Flight Indoor Nationals will take place on Sunday April 23rd.  The venue is again Wolverhampton University Sports Hall (which is actually in Walsall).  The Scale RC Indoor Nationals is being run at the same venue on the day before - Saturday 23rd.  We will be providing a trimming session of around two hours on Saturday evening after the RC boys have finished flying.
the entry forms are now live on the BMFA website – note entry fees are the same as last year.
Saturday RC https://scale.bmfa.org/2023-rc-scale-indoor
Sunday Free Flight: https://scale.bmfa.org/2023-ff-scale-indoor
The forms allow on-line payment to the BMFA, after which you will get a confirmation email with the details of the classes you have entered. On-line entry makes life much easier for me, but if you would rather have a paper form to fill in, please let me know and I'll get one to you.
Closing date for entries is April 9th.
We got some really good feedback from last year’s event, both on organisational topics and the class rules and these have been acted on.  Long standing entrants will be glad to hear that Dave Whitehouse has kindly agreed to take on his familiar role of “flight line director” on Sunday, which basically means tapping you on your shoulder when it’s time for you to prepare your model for a flight.  We will also have a dedicated person collecting peanut/pistachio and no-cal flight slips so that we can be 100% sure that all the times are entered.
The 2023 Scale Rule Book doesn’t seem to be up on the BMFA web site yet, so here is a summary of the changes compared to 2022 for the scale indoor FF classes.
Open classes:
 Unchanged.
Intermediate scale:
 K factors for flight judging brought into line with open classes (for consistency).
Static documentation requirements clarified. 
New simplified static judging criteria introduced on the basis that it is difficult to judge to the same standard as the open classes when minimum documentation required is only one photo and one 3-view drawing.  The ratio of flying to static score is kept at approximately 2:1.
Maximum wing loading added – same as the open and kit scale classes at 15g/sq.dm (this was omitted from the 2022 rules).
Kit Scale:
Motive power now back to rubber, CO2 or electric, regardless of what was shown on the kit plan.  This is to maximise the number of subjects available to those modellers who prefer to use CO2 or electric power units.
If you enter a model with ready-built or pre decorated parts (e.g. Keil Kraft EeZeBILT or converted Microaces RC kits) then you are asked to supply a copy of the instructions or build manual if no full size plan is provided.  This is to help the judges see if any modifications to the kit have been made.
Peanut Scale:
Max time for class now 60 seconds which can be achieved in two ways.  Either 60 seconds from a hand launch or 50 seconds from an ROG.
Total flight score now the best two flights from your 9 attempts added together.
Limitation on covering materials now lifted – mylar is now OK.  A new static judging category has been added of “Surface Realism”, so anybody who builds a microfilm model will be marked down (unless the prototype is transparent of course!)  The current “surface finish” marks have been removed. 
A new static judging category has been added to cover complexity of markings.  This means there are a few more static marks up for grabs this year compared to last time.
Pistachio Scale:
Same changes as peanut except no 10 second bonus for ROG.  It is assumed all models will be hand launched.
If you do not want to receive further bulletins about the event, please email me and I will remove you from the circulation list.
Also, please contact me if you need more information or have any questions about the event.  
Mike Stuart
ffscale@googlemail.com
February 21st 2023


